
    
Minutes of Annual Members Meeting of the  
        Friends of the Falls of Schuylkill Library 

    November 16, 2020 
 

 

Annual meeting open to all members- 23 members joined in to a Zoom meeting.  

Minutes from November 20, 2019 Annual Members Meeting were approved, excepting the erroneous title ‘Minutes of the 
Executive Committee’. 

 
Opening comments: 
 
Connie Gillespie presented the slate of officers for 2021- President: Martha Fuller, Treasurer: Jenna Musket,  
      Secretary: Peggy Gertz.  The Officer Candidate Slate was accepted and approved. 
 
 
Jenna Musket presented accolades for Margaret Sadler for her dedication and leadership of the Friends of Falls of Schuylkill 
Library as she completes two years of service as President. 
 
 
Connie Gillespie (for John Gillespie) updated the schedule for the Christmas tree sale to 12/5 and 12/6, 12/11, 12/12 and 12/13.   
A volunteer signup sheet will be posted.  
  
 
Margaret Sadler’s President’s report of 2020 was sent with the members’ invitations and is attached here as a separate 
document.  
   
 
Officers Reports: 
 
Branch Librarian- Drew Birden: COVID- 19 made 2020 a very difficult year. The Library closed 3/16 and remains closed. ‘No-
contact pickup services’ were offered starting in the summer. Problems developed with the A/C system, roof leaks, and staffing 
issues.  Heating issues will be resolved with a new boiler spring 2021.  
Funds requested from FFSL for the new year: proposed patio, collection improvement, shelving for books, DVD’s, and materials 
pickup.  
 
Children’s Librarian- Meredith McGovern: She has created an Instagram account for ‘fallsfreelibrary’ that can now be accessed, 
and is joining with Laurel Hill Cemetery in a program for kids to explore genealogy. She aims to improve the consistency of 
Library outreach in East Falls. 
 
Membership-Faith McDowell: Last call for renewals letter was sent end of October; a final reminder letter will be sent in Dec. 
As of 11/13/2020 159 renewals were received for $8472, compared to 12/2019 212 members renewed for $10,107. 
Faith was thanked for her past two years of service.   
 
 
Closing comments:  
 
Peg Hallenbeck, Chair of Building Committee, was duly recognized for completion of the stage stairs project. 
Suzanne Penn, Chair of the Garden Committee was applauded for making the gardens a year-round respite for everyone. 
Wendy Moody announced the Library’s 107

th
 birthday is on Nov. 18.   

Meredith completes her 5
th

 years at Falls Library as Children’s Librarian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes submitted by: Peggy Gertz 
 



FRIENDS OF FALLS OF SCHUYLKILL LIBRARY 

“Year at a Glance” Annual Treasurer’s Report – November 09, 2020 

Assets 
 

Last Year’s Annual Report: 
01/01/2019-11/20/2019 

Since Last Year’s Annual Meeting 
(11/21/2019- 10/31/2020) 

WSFS (Beneficial Savings 
Account 

27, 281.96 0* 

National Penn/ BBT/Truist 60, 603.73 90,358.15 
 

TOTAL FUNDS 
 

87,885.69 90,358,15 

*Closed the Beneficial account; on 2/08/20 transferred monies to BBT/Truist to consolidate funds. 

income   

Book Cart    504.00      104.00 

Book Sales   3,920.00        26.00 

Donations    325.00      675.00 

Green Sale  3,500.00 12,384,23 

Membership dues  7,900.00   7975.00 

Spring Sale (books, plants, 
refreshments, baked goods) 

 4,641.25  

Winter Interlude  9,112.00  

   

Total Income 29,902.25 21,164.23 

 

Expenses   

Advertising   1,016.24  3,291.10 

Green sale     145.74  7,285.11 

Library garden   2,219.36  1,527.94 

Mailing,  printing/postage        804.26 

Maintenance 4,050.00  1.050.00 

Membership Meeting  371.68        15.41 

Miscellaneous: eg: clay pots, 
flowers, gifts, piano tuning, , 
website, etc 

 372.08     616.01    

Office supplies 1,745.18       58.00 

Spring sale       42.30  

Winter Interlude 1,088.14  

Library purchases   

Bookshelves   9,956.00  

Children’s Dept   4,059.43     920..00 

Debit Card    1,809.21 

Subscriptions   1,914.02     788.69 

Supplies (eg: water cooler, etc)      920.38     526.04 

Total expenses 27, 900.50 18,691.77 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFICER CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT, TREASURER AND SECRETARY of 

FRIENDS OF FALLS OF SCHULYKILL LIBRARY 

PRESIDENT: Martha Fuller 

We are pleased to nominate for president long time Friends Board member and volunteer Martha 

Fuller. For more than 20 years Martha has been managing the Friends' library book cart which 

sells used books raising thousands of dollars for the Friends on behalf of the Falls Library. 

Martha has been involved with the Friends in numerous other ways: staffing Friends' tables at 

community events, working on community contact lists, volunteering for the Holiday Greens 

Sale, the Spring Sale, and the Book Sale.  Martha is a lover of books, a champion of our Library 

and a regular Library user. Martha has a varied professional background including working as a 

dental hygienist, running a private tutoring school and management positions at food co-ops 

including Weaver's Way. She is currently a Standardized Patient for two Philadelphia medical 

centers. 

 

TREASURER:  Jenna Muskat 

Jenna has completed her first  two-year term as Friends' treasurer and we are pleased that she has 

agreed to accept the nomination for a second term. Jenna has implemented new accounting and 

reporting procedures making it easier to effectively manage our funds. She is an active Board 

member participating in many events and offering insightful counsel and suggestions to the 

Board in carrying out its agenda. Jenna holds degrees in philosophy, creative writing and 

anthropology and teaches at Jefferson university. She has been active in many East Falls 

organizations such as the Farmer's Market, the Historical Society and East Falls Bookies. She 

managed a book store for over eight years. 

 

SECRETARY: Peggy Gertz 

Peggy has agreed to accept the nomination to fill the unexpired term for one year of Beth 

Johnson who served as secretary but is moving from the area. Peggy joined the Board as 

Archivist to set up and organize much needed Archives for the Friends. She will continue in this 

role combining it with secretary. Peggy is an active Friends member and co-chaired our last 

Winter Interlude. She is active in East Falls Tree Tenders and Town Watch. Peggy holds a 

masters degree in healthcare management and worked as a medical systems analyst at CHOP. 

She enjoys cycling.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 

An Invitation to the Annual Meeting 

Friends of Falls of Schuylkill Library 

Monday, November 16, 2020 at 6:30 pm by ZOOM 

Our meeting agenda includes voting on a slate of officers for 2021. 

Your vote as a member counts. 

Our Candidates for 2021 and  Candidate bios are attached. 

President                 Martha Fuller 

Treasurer                 Jenna Musket 

Secretary                 Peggy Gertz 

Please join us on ZOOM on Monday the 16
th

; expect a ZOOM 

invite from Friends of the Falls Library a few days prior to the 

meeting. 

At the Annual meeting you’ll hear from Drew Birden, Branch 

Librarian, on how the Library is faring during the Covid-19 crisis 

as well as his most positive attitude for 2021. 

The meeting agenda: 

Friends of Falls of Schuylkill Library Annual Meeting November 16, 2020 

 Welcome and Acceptance of Minutes for November 19, 2019 Annual Meeting 

 Connie Gillespie presenting the Slate of Officers for 2021 

 Voting for Officer Candidate Slate 

 Library Annual Report from Drew Birden 

 President’s written Annual Report 

 Q&A 

The President’s Report:  a Simple Summary of 2020. 

We all mourn the hiatus of our Library as a browsing and meeting place but we all hold fast 

to seeing it reopen-masks and all. On the good news, you can call the Library 215.685.2093 

and order material and pick it up. The book drop off is still there and working! 

Throughout 2020, I openly communicated with regular written reports to the membership on 

Friends’ activities and how you as members support our Library. I believe they were well 

received. 

With several resignations, retirements and relocations, the Board has new perspectives from 

the new members or volunteers: Andrea Sunderland, Neha Pancholi and Daniel 

Yarnell all joined with new ideas and plans. 

Covid forced us, while we wisely agreed, to cancel the 2020 Spring Book and Garden Sale, 

the Fall Book Sale, the East Falls Performers, and the Winter Interlude for 2021. BUT…not 



our Annual Holiday Tree Sale outdoors at Vault and Vine organized by John 

Gillespie; volunteers accepted. Look for a flyer with details. 

Our Financial situation remains secure as expenses were low; income is limited to members’ 

dues and the coming soon Holiday Tree Sale. Thank you Members! Please review Jenna 

Musket, Treasurer Report that is attached. 

Membership as it stands at the end of October is 140 and open to grow.  Faith McDowell and 

the new membership Chair Andrea Sunderland will always accept new and renewed 

memberships. 

The Friends have a long history of caring for our historic building and this year we 

completed the left side reconstructed of the stage steps making getting up and down the stage 

a breeze. 

Our Strategic Planning Committee started the year with much enthusiasm but we have 

curtailed our process until we have a better understanding of the near and far implications of 

Covid on how branch libraries –especially ours- will be affected. 

In spite of all the Covid disruptions, Drew Birden, Branch Librarian and Meredith 

McGovern, Children’s Librarian and their staff have remained stalwart on managing 

through the restrictions, closings, partial openings and maintenance issues. We are fortunate 

to have Library staff that love their work and love East Falls. Meredith in particular has 

approached the Friends for funds so she can continue her very creative children’s programs 

and the Friends always respond-YES. 

I am proud to have served as a leader for the Friends and grateful for the support of the 

Board. I want to particularly site a select few for making the Friends run a bit more smoothly 

during this difficult time: Connie Gillespie for her steady work as Chair of both 

PR/Marketing and Governance Committees; Faith McDowell for smoothly running 

Membership; Roger Marsh for rescuing us when we needed IT planning.  I wish much 

success to the new officers, to our great Library Staff and to you our members. 

THE LIBRARY IS THE HEART OF EAST FALLS 

Margaret Sadler 
 


